HOW AND WHY NEW YORK GITY
SHOULD GET T0 ZEII[I WASTE

BY LISA DICAPRIO AND MELISSA
ELSTEIN

As New Yorkers, we are too
often confronted by over-
Mowing curbside trash bins,
mounds of plastic garbage
bags lining and blocking the
sidewalks, litter (including
cigarette butts) coliecting on
sireets, in curbs, within tree
heds, and plastic bags intrees
and storm drains. Clearly, the
city has a trash problem. [t's
unsightly, certainly, and un-
sanitary. 1L also helps breed
the rodent population.

Indeed, garbage issues are
some of the most common
compiaints received hy Coun-
cilwoman Helen Rosenthal’s
office, as she said during our
recent "Recyeling and Zero
Wasste” forum, which we
nosted at the West-Park Pres
hylerian Church, an Upper
West Side landmark and cul-
tural center. More than 100
residents fromthroughoutthe
eityattended the Nov. 10event.

\We organized the forum 10
provide information about
the ¢ity's new recycling and
waste-reduction instiatives
and to discuss how residents
canhelpachieve Mayor de Bla-
sio's OneNYC goal of diverting
zero waste Lo landiil by 2030,

City residents produceanav:
orage of 12,000 tons of waste
every day, which amounts to
3 million tons each year. The
average New Yorker Lhrows
away 868 pounds of waste a
year. Commercial establish-
ments create 7,000 tons of
waste datly. Annually, Now
Yorkers use 5.2 hillion plastic
hags - most of whichendupin
landfills, trecs and waterwavs.

Thecity’s Department of San:-
tationcoilects 800 million wa-
ter hattles per year,

Currently, the ¢itv's overall
recyeling rate is just 17 per-

cent. 'The largest categories

of rec yc;ables New Yorkers
throw out are organic mate-
rials, such as food scraps, but
also paper, cardboard, plas-
tic, cans, bottles and metal,
Instead of obtaining revenue
from these recyclables, the
city spends $350million s year
for waste disposal.

And of course, sending gar-
bage to landfills and incinera-
tors increases greenhouse gas
emissions. More than one-
third - 36 percent-of allmeth-
ane emissions (which contrib-
ute to global warming) in the
U.S.are from Jandfills.

Our current reliance on plas-
tics has local and global impli-
cations. Plastic, manufactured
from [ossi] fuels and chem:
cals, s not biodegradable. In
oceans, plastics photodegrade
into progressively smaller
picces creating a "plastic
soup” that contaminates the
oceanic foodchain

OneNYC’s goal to divert
zero waste to landfill by 2020
reguires new legislation, col-
lective and individual involve-
ment, and money.

Qur recommendations:

e Increase funding for the
Sanitation and Parks Depart-
ments for purchase and instal
lation of trash and recycling
bins on streets and in parks.
And, for recycling 10 become
habitual, ensuring that trash
binsarealviays complemented
by recycling options. Funding
shouid also be provided for
additional pmkup trucks nec-
essary for recycling in parks.
Replace sidewalk wire-mesh
trashcans withenclosed trash
bins todeterrats,

« Increase funding for a city-
wide public education cam-
paign, including public service
annpouncements and subway
ads about recyeling and waste

reduction, suchas touse refill-

abie vater hottles. (So¢ www.
nVe. g0V Eresnyc)

s Suppor! Cily Counctl Bill
Intro. 209-2014, which would
place 10-cent fees on plastic
and paper single-use bags
(wilh certain exemptions). It
costs city taxpavers annually
$10 million to send 106,000
tons of plastic bags te land-
fills, Currently, 20 Council
members, including Rosen-
thal, support the bag-law bill.
Seewwnw.bagitnyc.org to sisn
petitions and for more infor-
mation. Similar laws have
heen enacted throughout the
1.8. and in other countries,
and have helped reduce plas
ticwaste,

e Encourage businesses to
rewsra customers who bring
reusable contziners for take-
away items. Businesses that
rely on single-use, non-envi-

ronmentally friendly Lhrow-
away containers externalize
their costs totaxpayers.

« Enforce anti-littering laws
and provide funding for street
sweeping. Create incentives
for restaurants and bars Lo
pro ride sidewalk cigarelte
collection containers, as ¢ciga-
rette buits are the largest
sourece of peean Lrash

« ACit ¥ Council resclution
proclaiming a ¢ity recyciing
awareness daythat wouwld cor-
respond with the National Re-
cveling Day every Novermber
15. See www.doonething org/
calendar/recyclingday.htm
and www.a:z:cricarec_vcles-
dﬂV Org,

‘-’mn ote purchases by indi-
viduals, institutions and gov-
ernment of product s manufac-
tured with recycled malerials.

To confront Lhe enormous
societal and economic costs of
our waste problem, we need a

ultural shift to acknowledge
and reduce our Lrash [oot-
print. While supporting new
recycling policy measures, we
must also reduce waste and
consumption. It really is true
that when we throw things
away, there isno away,

For more information on the city's
ZeroWaste Initlave, as wall as
resources, visit wwwl.nyc.gov/
asscts/dany/zerowaste/residents.
shtmi

Lisa DiCapriois a professor of
social seisnces at New York
Univorsity and 2 member of several
envirenmental organizations,
including the Sierra Cluband
330NYC.

Melissa Elstein isaco-founding
membar of the West 80s
Neighborbiood Association (www.
west80s.org) and the NYC
Cealition of Block and Community
Leoaders.



RKesources:
For the video of our Novembes 10th forum, ses www Jiclearosenthal corndieudacy

To egroil your building in or request » coasuliation fon'aaims'recydinalmogzm svailable to sparment
buildings with 10+ umits, sve: Iyo gov/organics. WHRLAVE govistvels s paTRaye.goviicishion

For Gresnmarkets whers: CrowNYC callects food sceaps for copiposiing: I07AVC.0rg/compostocations
To donate renseblc materials; Wi regsanye infc

For bazardous materiaks sefe dispoyal: sarwone sovisefedizposn]

www grownye.org/meyeling/fas

Acknowledgrmenis:

In sddition to Councilwoman Helen Rosenthal, panclists 2t the Nov. 10 forum included Manbittan
Borough President Gale Brewer, SimstﬁcimlRecych'nsEdnmﬁmCoonhworFfidem The
Nature Copservancy's New York City Program Dirvector Emily Nobel Maxwell; the city Depertmen of
Heelfa's Director of Neighbarhood Interveations Pest Control Services’ Caroline Bragdon: the city
Depertment of Sanitation's Semior Commercial Progeem Manager Brett Mons (Burean of Recycling end
Sustainability}; GrowNYC ropresentatives Ermin Sifkovic (recychng outreach coordinator) and
Thaddeus Copefund (recycling champions POZIAM THRIAZEN).

Reussbl ing and produce wreze dopated by Citizens Committes for NY, Mothering Mother,
and m;s:lm”gmm mnﬁmbmed Guming a free reffie ut the Nov. 10 cvent.
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